How is HeartPrints Different?

There are often many emotional barriers to accepting hospice care for loved ones of any age, but when it comes to children who are suffering with an illness, those difficulties naturally increase.


As a result, HeartPrints is designed to meet the special needs of children and their families.  Unlike some traditional palliative care models, HeartPrints does not require that a patient have a life expectancy of less than six months, nor does there have to be no realistic hope of a cure.  

Services Provided:

· Individual plan of care developed by an interdisciplinary team, including volunteer pediatricians

· Follow-up visits by a registered nurse in the home or inpatient setting.

· Education for family and caregivers

· Physician visits to a home or inpatient facility

· Assistance with housekeeping tasks and personal hygiene.

· Dietary counseling

· Pharmacy consultation

· Counseling and emotional support for family members

· Chaplain visits

· Patient-care volunteers

· Assistance with securing medications, medical supplies and equipment

· Coordination of resources provided by other community agencies

· Bereavement or grief counseling for family members.

Intended Outcomes

For the patient:

· Physical comfort

· A sense of fullness of life


For family members:
· Increased confidence in their ability to safely care for the patient

· Ability to cope with the anxiety and stress related to caring for a child related to caring for a child with a life threatening or terminal condition.

Payment


Services are offered at no cost to patients and their families.  Funding is provided through a grant from the Hospice Foundation of Acadiana, Inc.
An ally in Times of Need….


The physician’s main purpose is to care for the physical needs of patients living with life-limiting or terminal conditions.  Doctors are often expected to provide access to therapies that are likely to improve the patients’ quality of life and alleviate stress on families.  This is especially true when the patients are children.  Such supportive therapies may include education, grief and family counseling, peer or spiritual support and appropriate respite care.  The HeartPrints program connects patients and physicians with other community resources to access all avenues of support.

Typical Diagnoses for Admission

· Congenital defects (e.g., cardiac, CNS, chromosomal or metabolic)

· Cancer

· Neurodegenerative disorders

· Neuromuscular disorders

· Genetic diseases

· AIDS

· Cystic Fibrosis

· Cerebral Palsy

· Multiple medical problems related to premature birth
